
SEDGWICK COUNTY REGIONAL FORENSIC SCIENCE CENTER
Wichita, Kansas



2019-2021: up 23% Estimating 3961 for 2022



2019-2021: up 36% Estimating 599 for 2022



2019-2021: up 34% Estimating 1130 for 2022
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2019 – 2021= 30% Estimate 1012 in 2022





2019 – 2021= 13% Estimate 265 in 2022





Estimating a 4x increase from 2021











Quarterly Summary:
• Tox and DNA backlogs continue to decrease
• Competitive Grant received for Tox instrumentation
• Staffing in Investigations continues to be critical:

• One MI began leave in September
• One MI is in training
• One temporary position is currently posted

• Locum Tenens Deputy Coroner assigned 41 cases so far
• Firearms Examiner is now qualified, accepting comparison 

cases
• Fentanyl submissions continue to rise, as is the backlog
• Tox lab continuing to outsource with JAG and Coverdell 

grant funds
• Onboarding full time Chief Tox January 1, 2023



2023 Budget Enhancements:
• Adjust Coroner/Deputy Coroner pay ($99,739)
• Resources for unclaimed bodies ($44,109)
• Two Medical Investigators – not funded

CIP requests
• DNA Addition – should begin in 2023!



2023 Grants Submitted:

• Coverdell Formula ($86,800)   ($95,700) pending
• Coverdell Competitive ($426,250)  received $414,277!
• CEBR (approx. $265,084)  received!



Questions?

Please submit to Shelly.Steadman@sedgwick.gov



Mission: The Forensic Science Center strives to provide the highest quality medicolegal and 
advanced forensic laboratory services to Sedgwick County. Death Investigation and Forensic 

Autopsy services are conducted in a compassionate and objective manner to achieve 
accurate certification of cause and manner of death. The Forensic Laboratory services 

provide unbiased and accurate analytical testing to support the resolution of criminal cases. 
As an independent agency operating under the Division of Public Safety, the Forensic 

Science Center collaborates with public health and criminal justice stakeholders to reduce 
crime and prevent deaths.
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